AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Volume 2, Number 12 


www.FairLawnARC.org 


em) The Resonator 


December 2017 


The Official Newsletter of The Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club 


From The President: 
To the Members of FLARC, New Members and Guests, 


What a year 2017 was !! 


| personally would like to thank everyone for making this year 
a very exciting and active one. 


From the Street Fairs, Memorial Day Parade, Field Day, Great 
Falls, Fire Works, guest speakers, antenna projects, Portable 
Days and everything in between. There was something for 
everyone to be involved in. 


It is the members of this amateur radio club that made it 
happen, including the education and support that we offer to 
one another and a little craziness too. 


For November we had Jonathan Taylor, K1RFD and his 
Echolink invention to one of the busiest auctions in a very 
long time. You gave the auction your best effort and | thank 
you for that. 


As my year ends as President, please welcome the new 
officers and trustees as you always have. They are a “good 
bunch of guys” with knowledge and ideas that will continue 
to grow the radio club. 


Have a Safe and Healthy Holiday Season!! 


Thanks! 
Judith KC2LTM/President 
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New Member Profile 
NAME: Margaret Wood CALL: W2GB 


What do you do/what did you do for a living? 


| started out as an Aerospace Engineer for the first half 
of my career. I've worked for Grumman, Lockheed- 
Martin-Fairchild-Systems, and Marotta Scientific 
Controls. This industry downsized in the Northeast 
as defense contracts were moved to the South and 
West. | changed to doing Mechanical Design using 
Pro-e/Creo CAD software. 


How did you get interested in ham radio? 


After | learned about global warming, my hobby was to 
be an environmentalist. It became clear in 2007 that 
our country was not committed to fight this threat in a 
preventative manner. As an engineer who knew how 
to read charts and trends and who knew about heat 
transfer, it became clear to me that we could expect a 
more energized atmosphere in the future, leading to 
an increase in the frequency and _ intensity of 
hurricanes and_ tornadoes. After realizing that 
hurricane Katrina was probably the first of many such 
disasters, | started attending the meetings of the 
Northern New Jersey Preppers. A speaker from the 
American Red Cross (ARC) gave a talk at the meeting 
regarding how to prepare for a disaster. The speaker 
recommended volunteering for ARC and CERT to get 
training. He also recommended learning ham radio for 
communications. He said ARC-Squared (American Red 
Cross Amateur Radio Club) offered this training. The 
disaster training that was provided helped me and my 
neighbors to get through hurricane Sandy with a 
minimum of disruption or distress. The power in my 
town was out between 4 to7 days. 


Continued on page 5. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 1 


The Club 


Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. 
Visitors and guests are always welcome. The club is 
open every Friday night from NLT 6:30 PM. Business 
meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Trustee 

Field Day 
Health and Welfare 
Speakers 
Publicity 
Publicity 
Publicity 


Program 
Publicity 
Publicity 
Publicity 

Social Media 
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VE Liaison 
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Education 


Education 


Education 
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History 

History 
Photographer 
W2NPT Trustee 
Technical 
Technical 
RACES Liaison 


Newsletter Editor 


FL Town Liason 
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Judith Shaw 
Fred Wawra 
Nancy Beattie 
Randy Smith 
J Cooper 
Dave Marotti 
Steve Wraga 
Steve Wraga 
Al Rasmussen 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Ed Efchak 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Susan Frank 


Lowell Vant Slot 
Al Rasmussen 
Karl Frank 


Judith Shaw (ex officio) 


Dave Marotti 
Thom Guida 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Pete Senesi 
Gordon Beattie 
Randy Smith 
John L. Howard 
Fred Wawra 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Rosalyn Roimisher 
Don Cassarini 
Paul Cornett 
Paul Cornett 
Randy Smith 
Steve Wraga 


Ed Efchak 


Gene Ottenheimer 


2017 Officers and Committees 


KC2LTM 
W2ABE 
N2FWI 
WU2S 
Ww2IC 
NK2Q 
WA2BYX 
WA2BYX 
WA20WL 
W2DLT 
WX2R 
wo2w 
WE6SKT 


W2DLT 
WA20WL 
W2KBF 
KC2LTM 
NK2Q 
W2NZ 
wo2w 
KD2BMX 
W2TTT 
WU2S 
KD2NRS 
W2ABE 
wo2w 
W2DLT 
KD2GKA 
N2PRT 
W2IP 
W2IP 
NU2S 
WA2BYX 


WX2R 


wo2w 


The Monday Night Near and Far Net 


Thanks to all for making the net a success with an average of 
a dozen plus members during 2017!. The net runs every 
Monday at 2000 Eastern Time on the repeater. Everyone is 
welcome. EchoLink friendly! Thanks for checking in! 


KD2MOB 
WO2W 
WX2R 
W2JC 
W2DLT 
K2RJF 
WA2BYX 
K2TRW/BM2NHC 
KC2TBD 
KC2ZX 
KD2BRV 
KD2KLN 
N1iSTU 
N2ST 
NK2Q 
W2IP 
W2KBF 
W2NZ 
WE6SKT 
WA20WL 
WI2W 
WU2S 
N2HIP 
KD2BKD 
KA2YRA 
KD2NOG 
KC2ZX 
W2TAB 
NK2Q 
N2VHZ 
W2TU 
K2BIX 
W2AAB 
KD2NZW 
KD20AZ 
KD2OBY 
N2OEL 
NP4H 
KD2GNY 
KB2ESE, KD2OAZ, KC2ORX 
KD2NRS and ??? 
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MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 
December 1 FLARC ANNUAL MEETING, Election and Dinner (Senior Center) 
December 15 Mike Lisenco (N2YBB) ARRL Hudson Division President (Senior Center) 
Upcoming Activities 
January 19,2018 Pete Malvasi (W2PM) "Early Telegraph Keys--A History" 
February 16, 2018 Ed Efchak (WX2R) "The 2018 FLARC Member Survey Results" 
March 16, 2018 Nathaniel Frissell (W2NAF) "What Did We Learn From The Solar Eclipse?" 

April 2018 Great Falls Earth Day Special Event Station (TBD) 

June 2018 Field Day 2018 
TBA FT8 For Dummies 
TBA W1TP Enigma Presentation w/Fair Lawn Public Library 
TBA EMCOMM and its local impact 


FLARC VEC Exams 


Our next test session is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 16th beginning at 09:00 at the Community 
Center. No advanced registration is required but 
” always appreciated. The fee is $15.00 (cash or check). 


Please bring positive identification (license, passport, 
etc.), your original license and a copy, original CSCE 
and a copy (if credit is needed). 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


. The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at the 
Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org FairLawnARC.org website. For further information 


contact VE-Liason@FairLawnARC.org. 


Twitter: @FairLawnARC 

Please refer also to the "License Exams" link 
Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.or on the main website-- 
Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or http://testing.FairLawnARC.or. 


Website: http://FairLawnARC.org 


Don't forget that it's time to pay your 2018 dues!! 


We appreciate your support of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club! 
This is your Club! Be part of it! 
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What If You Did VE Testing And... 


. nobody passed! Pete (KD2BMX) reported that 
there were two applicants for the November test 
session and neither passed. A first for us but it 
happens. 


Good news is that they'll both try again and no 
doubt they will pass next time. FLARC does 
monthly VE testing and you'll find the upcoming 
dates both in The Resonator and on the calendar 
page of the FLARC website. 


Club Apparel Is Here!! 


The holidays are here and club apparel is a far better 
gift than underwear. Tell the XYL that red is in and 
your club friends all have them...you want a shirt or 
jacket for Field Day! 


Santa (HOHO) 


Don't forget... they're easy to order. 


Go to www.hamthreads.com or visit 
http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org to check out the 
item selection that is posted on the FLARC website 
(with pictures and prices). Order the shirts or other 
items you want with either the regular FLARC or the 
still-cool 60th anniversary logo. 


Note: RED is the primary and preferred club brand 
standard shirt color. 
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2017 FLARC Speaker Series 
Locations: 


SPEAKERS WHO ARE FLARC MEMBERS: 
FLARC CLUBHOUSE 


SPEAKERS WHO ARE INVITED GUESTS: 
FAIR LAWN SENIOR CENTER 


Local Area DMR Net -- Check In !! 


Club member Marco lapacca (KC2ZMA) runs the BCFMA 
DMR net every Thursday at 7:30 pm. You can find them 
on the W2AKR repeater 444.100 


For information more information contact Marco 


at kc2zma@arrl.net 


New to DMR?? Ask Marco!! 


CQ HQ 

We are looking to put together a_ trip to ARRL 
headquarters in Newington CT , get a tour and operate 
W1AW. If you're interested, contact Ed (WX2R) and we 
can start to plan a date... weekdays only. 


Update: So far we have a party of three...let Ed know your interest. 


November 2017 Blog Traffic 

November traffic was the highest month ever in both 
visitors and page views. .. thanks to all for a remarkable 
blog traffic year! Here is the data: 


November | November Change 
2017 2016 
Views 929 667 +39% 
Visitors 428 140 +206% 
Posts 8 16 -50% 


And we continue to grow!! There is new content nearly 
every day so _ it's 


really worth the 


FairLawnARC.org and the blog. 


http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
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A Look Back 


Now THIS is a shack! A 1939 QSL for a 40m QSO from 
W4EFLI in Nashville to W2MFF in Passaic. 


~W4 FL 


_ 28 GEAR GEAR ST. 


mrer—-¢c THpZTr 


W4FLI From The FLARC Collection 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 


if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
FLARC was established in 1956 and has met continuously 
since inception. 


The club meets every Friday at 7PM at the club 
station in The Fair Lawn Community Center, 10-10 20th 
Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. Business meetings are the first 
Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. 

Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has approximately 120 members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year/$20 for new members. 


For more information, please see our website, at 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.org 
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Congratulations To Our New 
Officers!! 


President - Brad Kerber KD2GNY 


Vice President - Lowell Vant Slot 


W2DLT 
Secretary - Randy Smith WU2S 
Treasurer - Al Rasmussen WA2OWL 
Trustee (3 yr.) - Skip Barker KD2BRV 


Trustee (1 yr.) - Don Cassarini N2PRT 


A special thanks goes to our outgoing officers President 
Judith Shaw (KC2LTM), Vice President Fred Wawra 
(W2ABE) and Treasurer Nancy Beattie (N2WFI). 


A tip of the FLARC hat and a thank you as well to outgoing 
trustees Dave Marotti (NK2Q) and Steve Wraga (WA2BYX) 
for their service as well. 


Interested in DX? 


A casual group of FLARC'ers including Van (W2DLT) 
John (KD2NRS), Brad (KD2GNY), Karl (W2KBF), Nomar 
(NP4H), Steve (WI2W), Larry (WA2ALY), Jim (W2JC) and 
Ed WX2R) have formed an email group to keep each 
other in touch in (real) time of when the rare or 
interesting ones show up to chase. Interested? See Van 
or Jim. 


FAIR LAWN 
~~ 24 


N >RX 5 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


FAIR LAWN'S 
TECHNOLOGY HOUSE! 
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Past FLARC Member Profiles 


Here is a list of past member features and we 
welcome your recommendations for new profiles 
-- including your own. 


New Member Profile (Continued) 


When mechanical engineering in the New Jersey area 
downsized further, | lost my job and was looking for 
meaningful hobbies. | joined ARC-squared, and later | 


Menu NNeIE Eliseo became a volunteer for ARC. 

January 2016 Pete KB2BMX 

February Marco KC2ZMA What parts of the hobby most interest you? 

March Ron KC2TBD 

April Kai K2TRW | want to learn to network with locals, to help each other 
May Larry WAZ2ALY and to spread news during disasters. | want to learn 
June Dave N8MAR DXing as a challenge, and as a way to get or give help 
July Steve WI2W during large scale disasters. 

August Thom W2NZ 

September Brian KD2KLN What does belonging to FLARC mean to you? 

October Brad KD2GNY How do you/can you better contribute to the club? 
November Al WA2OWL 

December George W3EH FLARC is my favorite ham radio club. The reason is that 
January 2017 Fred W2ABE they meet every week on a regular basis. They meet on 
February Dave KD2MOB Friday nights that do not interfere with other clubs or 
March Randy WU2S church. | believe that you need to meet with people 
April Lee KD2DRS every week in order to establish and maintain close 
May Gene Wo2W friendships. FLARC is the only radio club near me that 
June Carol KD2NMV does this. With close friendships, it's easy to learn faster 
July Kevin KC2KCC and to have a reason to keep coming back. It provides a 
August Robert KD2NOG motivation to learn to get on the radio to talk to each 
September Robert KD2BKD other. Mentors are plentiful and fun to talk to. 
October John KD2NRS Members of ham radio clubs also tend to be more 
November Fred W2AAB intelligent and have'a lot more interesting topics to talk 
December Margaret W2GB about. | love listening to the Elmers. Both FLARC and 


Arc-squared have a relatively high number of women in 
the club. Say what you may, this helps me to feel like | fit 


By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a binder of | 
in and belong. | truly feel welcome. 


all back issues of The Resonator and it's located in the 

club office. Thanks Randy!!! Back issues are also 

available on our website. 
http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.or, 


What should be the club's priorities in the next year? 


Keep doing what you are doing. It is working. | would 
like to see a better compilation of radio equipment at the 
Again.. Don't Forget Club Apparel !! next Field Day, so that DX communications can be more 
clear. My first DX (at Field Day) was a great experience. 


| reached Canada! 
Being spiffy in FLARC gear is always in fashion. 


Check out Randy's (WU2S) new FLARC baseball cap 
as an example. Find the catalog and the order form 
at: 


What else can you tell the club about yourself and/or 
ham radio? 


My husband, John Wood, is the real drive behind our 
attempts get licensed and to get a ham station going. He 
worked with radios on his job at BAE Systems. He is the 


one who keeps me active and motivated in this hobby. 
Continued on page 7. 


http://flarc.net/FLARC Clubware descriptions 16 
0226.pdf or hitp://bit.ly/2yOrhP3 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 6 


Field Day Committee 


Steve (WA2BYX) chaired a 2018 Field Day committee 
meeting on November 10th with a strong cadre of 
members. 


Steve (WA2BYX) , in white facing the camera , leads the meeting. 
January Membership Survey 


Watch For the FLARC Member Survey early In 
January... lots of questions but also lots of room for 
you to add your two cents as to the future 
direction of the club. 


The Publicity Committee will present the findings 
at the speakers meeting on February 16th at the 


clubhouse. 


So when you get it, do the club a favor and fill it 
out!! Thank you. 


Around The Clubhouse 


Al (WA2OWL), John (KD2NRS), Dave (N2AAM) and Gary (N2DVL) 
at the clubhouse on November 10th. 
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Fair Lawn Recognizes Its Volunteers 


At the December 19th Council meeting, Fair Lawn will 
be recognizing the volunteer organizations "who 
selflessly serve our borough." The meeting begins at 
7:30PM in the council chambers. 


Congrats To KD2MOB!! 


Dave (KD2MOB) has recently been named the RACES 
Director for Fair Lawn, in addition to his CERT 
responsibilities. He is looking for additional volunteers 
to grow the service so if you are a Fair Lawn resident 
please talk to him and sign up for a worthy service and 
extend the value of the club even further within the 
community. 

The Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) is 
a standby radio service provided for in Part 97.407 of 
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules 
and regulations governing amateur radio in the United 
States. 


In daily practice, most amateur radio operators 
enrolled with their local government for possible 
operations under the RACES rules are also members of 
the Amateur Radio Emergency Service, organized by 
the American Radio Relay League. ARES provides 
emergency communications in the conventional 
Amateur Radio Service without the need for an 
emergency declaration from the government. 


The Near and Far Net 


Back in January a number of FLARC members took to the 
repeater and Echolink to keep in touch with others who 
were wintering in warmer climes. Dubbed "the Snowbird 
Net", it has blossomed over 2017 into the "Near and Far 
Net" with 42 club members and _ visitors, as _ of 
November 30th, checking in on Mondays at 2000. Check-ins 
have indeed been from near and far--Taiwan, Italy, Kansas, 
Texas, Florida and other points in-between. Thank 
goodness for Echolink. 


As Steve (WA2BYX) noted..."we used to have a net on both 
2m and 10m, but nothing like this.... it's great". 


Thanks to all who have checked in... and welcome to all who 
haven't. 
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Save The Date!! January 16, 2018 
Pete Malvasi (W2PM) 


Pete Malvasi W2PM lives in Ramsey and has been a ham 
since 1967. He is active mostly on CW working 160 
through 30 meters and occasionally the higher bands. 


Pete started collecting keys and early Wireless and Radio 
items 25 years ago. His collection includes the earliest 
land line keys and instruments from the 1850s through 
the early 20th century and also spark, arc, and early CW 
keys and items. He also has a collection of rare and 
unusual bugs. 


Pete has researched numerous areas of interest with keys 
and Wireless over the years and published those findings 
in various newsletters and blogs and is a very experienced 
restorer of items but careful to never obliterate the age 
marks and original finishes wherever possible. He is well 
known among key and Wireless collectors worldwide. 


At the presentation in January Pete will exhibit spark and 
very early Radio keys and items and talk about their use 
and history. 


Pete Malvasi (W2PM) 


Just a part of the exhibits for the upcoming January presentation 
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New Member Profile (Continued) 


What other ham related clubs or organizations 
do you belong to? 


| am an ARRL VEC. | volunteer to help grade licensing 
exams at ARC-squared. | occasionally visit the Sussex 
club and the Ringwood club, my neighbors to the 
Northwest and East (who have monthly meetings). 
John and | just joined the Frankford (ARRL DX) Radio 
Club, which challenged us to participate in two DX 
events within a year. | am slowly trying to learn Morse 
Code. 


Margaret Wood (W2GD) 


Closing The Book On Volume 2 


This issue of The Resonator marks the end of the 
second year of its reincarnation. Our thanks to our 
many contributors who made for a widely read 
and highly topical newsletter year. 


As always, newsletters don't write themselves. Your 
continued interest keeps it going and please keep 
sending your content and ideas to publish beyond 
the club's 62nd year. 
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K1RFD, Echolink, and VoIP 
Highlight November FLARC Program 


November 17th highlighted Jonathan Taylor (K1RFD), the inventor of Echolink, in an informative program on the 
origins and applications of VoIP and Echolink and its various complements. With just short of 50 members and 
visitors in the crowd, Taylor provided an outstanding program including a live demonstration and much "show and 
tell". Many commented later that Taylor was an effective and dynamic presenter and we were pleased that he 
took the time to come over from "1" land for a great evening. Monday night net check-ins won't be the same! 

Tnx Don (N2PRT) for the pix. 


ec 


Jonathan (K1RFD) shares his knowledge with FLARC. 


’ — a - =e 


Part of the Senior Center crowd 


- 
~ Le 


The heart of Echolink 


=~ ~ 


holink devotee Ron (KC2TBD) shares in the conversation 


Ec 


Van (W2DLT) and Judith (KC2LTM) show our appreciation. 
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Tech Talk 


Amateur Radio is A Lifelong Learning Experience 


| have made several trips recently to the ARRL 
headquarters in Newington to train the staff on using 
the AREDN mesh network. During our conversations, 
Ed Hare W1RFI, the ARRL Lab Manager, made the 
remark that is the title of this month’s column. 


In keeping with the League’s customary practices, Ed 
offered me some ARRL books in gratitude for the time 
spent providing education. | accepted the gifts on 
behalf of the Fair Lawn ARC. 


One of the books is Oscilloscopes for Radio Amateurs 
by Paul Danzer, N1Il. This volume will help the ham 
who is a visual learner and who is interested in what 
happens inside components and circuits. The book is a 
solid introduction to oscilloscope basics. It covers the 
common elements, scope probes and accessories, 
how to select a scope, input modes and putting a 
scope to work. The book concludes with advice on 
specifications to remember if you are thinking of 
purchasing one. 


The second book we acquired is Amateur Radio 
Transceiver Performance Testing by Bob Allison, 
WB1GCM. If you want to understand what to look for 
in a new or used transceiver, this is the reference you 
need to understand all the important specifications. 
The book focuses on HF transceivers and is based on 
the standard ARRL methods for product testing. It will 
help you understand the product reports you find in 
most issues of QST. 
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Tech Talk (Continued) 


Both books join the FLARC library alongside the 
recently acquired 2018 ARRL Handbook. 


Because FLARC is fortunate to have several high- 
quality oscilloscopes and other test gear, maybe 
there are enough interested members to meet 
regularly on the second or fourth Fridays of the 
month to hold short sessions on using oscilloscopes 
or testing radios the members bring in. Please let me 
know if you are interested in pursuing this. 


Pick up a book or power up some test equipment and 
learn something new today. 


73, 
Randy WU2S 


_ Amateur Radio Transceiver 
| Performance Testing 


Serendipity At The FLARC Auction 
It's not often you get a chance to meet sequential 
call signs if you don't have a connection. The 
auction brought together WX2S and WX2R who, by 
the way, are also both Frankford Radio Club 
members. 


i 4 


Lto R: Steve (WX2S) and Ed (WX2R) 
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2017 FLARC ANNUAL MEETING AND HOLIDAY PARTY 


How large was the crowd at the December ist holiday party at the Senior Center? Probably the largest ever! 
Lots of food, fun, and maybe a little amateur radio (discussion at least). Thanks to all who volunteered to help. 
As they say... a fun time was had by all. Tnx Pix Don N2PRT 


The crowd pays close attention during the business meeting 


Lto R: Council Member Lisa Swain, Brad (KD2GNY) and Ed (WX2R) 
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ARRL FIELD DAY 2017 RESULTS ARE RELEASED 


If you thumbed through the December 2017 issue of QST you've probably checked the annual roundup 
of Field Day scores. FLARC was credited with 3,022 points up from 2,598 (+16%) in 2016. 


Here are our club's rankings based upon our final total of 3,022 points. FLARC ranked: 


555th (up from 602) out of 2,964 total entries (18th percentile/up from 22nd) 
103rd out of 389 in category 2A (124th in 2016) 

26th within the Hudson Division (up from 28th) 

3rd in category 2A within the Hudson Division (up from 4th) 

12th out of 40 entrants within the Northern New Jersey section (same as 2016) 
3rd in Northern New Jersey section category 2A (down from 2nd) 

3rd in New Jersey in category 2A 

51st in overall member participation with 67 and... 

1st in member participants in New Jersey with 67!! 


A top twenty percentile finish among all categories in a far more competitive category (2A) than our 
old 2F was a really positive effort especially with our history of being "casual contesters”. 


2017 3,022 
2016 2,598 
2015 2,082 
2014 1,150 
2013 No Submission 


A large measure of congratulations to all of our Field Day participants... only six months to go until FD 2018! 
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2018 Dues Are Due! Do It Now! 


It's the time of the year to help keep the FLARC 
treasury at solvent levels and allow it to continue to 
be one of the best clubs in North Jersey. Renewals 
are $25.00 payable to FLARC. See Al (WA2ZOWL) or 
Brad (KD2GNY) with your checks or cash or drop it in 
the mail. Don't forget an application must 
accompany any funds. 


Do it now while you're reading this and thinking 
about it. Thanks! 


New FLARC Shirt Sightings 
At The K1RFD Presentation 


New member Brian (KD2OAZ) and President Judith 
(KC2LTM) sported spiffy new FLARC shirts on 
November 17th. Our shirt-cam was not far away. 
Cool. And thanks. 


Judith (KC2LTM) 
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The Mosely Beam Has Been Repaired 


A tip of the FLARC cap to Paul (W2IP) and Bennett 
(KO2ZOK) who have finished making permanent 
repairs to the Mosley Beam on November 18th. 
A big thanks guys! 


When you join a club it's not just 
about going...it's about doing. 


Get involved in the many 
activities of FLARC or suggest 
a new one yourself. 


Veep Beeps 


We had a great year and | enjoyed being club VP. 


Remember ham radio is a HOBBY, have fun and a 
safe new year! 


73, Fred W2ABE. 


A Look Back 

A 1964 picture of the Fair Lawn HS Amateur Radio Club 
from their yearbook. REAR: R. Clark, D. Shapiro. FRONT: 
Barry Sykes (WV2X), Gene Ottenheimer (WO2W), S. 
Glazier and Fred Belghaus (W2AAB). Thanks for the 
memories for a great program this past August. 


Tnx FLARC alumni 


Fair Lawn HS Amateur Radio Club 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 13 


Minutes Of The 61st Annual 
Meeting of The Fair Lawn Amateur 
Radio Club -- December 1, 2017 


President Judith KC2LTM called the meeting to order at 
6:22 p.m. The members rose and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and 
trustees and all were present. 


Secretary Randy WU2S announced that the minutes 
from the November meeting were emailed to all 
members and that they had also been published in the 
latest edition of the club’s newsletter, The Resonator. 
He asked the members if there were any corrections 
needed and heard none. Skip KD2BRV moved to accept 
the minutes as published and Fred W2ABE seconded 
the motion. The motion passed by acclamation. 


President Judith KC2LTM remarked that the past year 
was full of accomplishments thanks to the efforts of 
the many volunteers in the club. She expressed her 
gratitude for the all the help she received during her 
tenure as president. 


President Judith KC2LTM announced that the slate of 
officer candidates for 2018 presented by the 
Nominating Committee was running unopposed. 


The slate of officers are as follows: 
e One-year Trustee to fill Dave Marotti NK2Q’s 
unexpired term — Don Cassarini N2PRT 
e Three-year Trustee — Skip Barker KD2BRV 
e Treasurer — AL Rasmussen WA2OWL 
e §=©Secretary — Randy Smith WU2S 
e =Vice-President — Lowell Vant Slot W2DLT 


e President — Brad Kerber KD2GNY 
& 


L to R: W2JC, WU2S, W2DLT, KD2GNY, WA20WL, and KD2BRV 
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Minutes Of The 61st Annual Meeting 
of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
(Continued) 


President Judith KC2LTM directed Secretary Randy WU2S 
to cast one vote on behalf of the club members in favor of 
the candidates. He did so and the officers and trustees for 
2018 are elected. 


President Judith KC2LTM called upon the newly installed 
officers and trustees to come forward to be recognized 
and offer a few remarks if they chose to do so. Each new 
Council member remarked on their personal hopes for 
the coming year. Vice President Van W2DLT said he was 
looking forward to new club projects. President Brad 
KD2GNY noted that he hopes we continue to grow and 
maintain a solid interaction with the local community. 


New Vice President Van W2DLT presented Judith with a 
plaque and dinner certificate to commemorate her term 
as President and to thank her on behalf of the entire club 
for her service. 


Having no further business, outgoing President Judith 
KC2LTM asked for a motion to adjourn. Pete W2HP so 
moved and Lee KD2DRS seconded the motion. The 
members present voted in favor and the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 


Following the business meeting, the members and their 
families enjoyed a bounteous banquet prepared by the 
always creative chefs and bakers of the Fair Lawn 
Amateur Radio Club. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Randy WU2S, Secretary 


Van (W2DLT) presents Judith (KC2LTM) with a token of thanks 
from the club for Presidential service during 2017. 
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HAMS ARE SERVED AT DINNERTIME 
AT OUR ANNUAL AUCTION 


Close to 150 hams and the curious packed the Senior Center on Thanksgiving Friday for the annual FLARC 
auction. Gene (WO2W) was again our auctioneer and did one heck of a job in controlling the crowd and getting 
the best price for sellers. A thanks to all the FLARC members who helped with setup, auction management, KP, 
takedown and buggy-lugging. Lots of good feedback about the event and the club in our post event follow-up 


questionnaire as well. And, by the way, we made some money... Thanks to all!! 
Tnx Don (N2PRT) for the pix. 


7 Z j x t 


Part of the crowd at the Senior Center on November 24th. 


S- = a if 
The curious and the hopeful crowed around the tables 


—~ ee 


Karl (W2KBF) and Kevin (KC2KCC) handled the successful bidders. 


7 4 ’ ars 
Don (N2PRT), Ron (KC2TBD) and Thom (W2N2Z) in the kitchen. 


| . 1° F 
Auctioneer Gene (WO2W) and Brian ( KD2KLN) with Van (W2DLT) 
keeping score. 
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NJ QSO PARTY 2017 RESULTS ARE RELEASED 


November brought the release of the results of September's 2017 NJ QSO party contest. FLARC 
finished second in the NJ club competition; up from third last year which was a step up from its 
fourth place finish in 2015. It was also Bergen County's leading point club. 


Delaware Valley Radio 98,773 5 
Association 
FLARC 43,800 
Frankford Radio Club 42,220 
South Jersey Radio Association 22,133 
Sussex County ARC 19,860 


The club's 43,800 points was 15% lower than that 51,210 we earned in 2016. Let's blame it on 
propagation (which was terrible). For the record, our 2015 point total was 20,240! Thanks to George 
(N2GM) who added 31,304 points from his home QTH, enough to put us into second place and to be 
the overall single op winner. Congrats George!! 


The NJ QSO Party continues to be more competitive. Overall logs were down which the organizers 
attributed to band conditions. The contest is run annually by the Burlington County Radio Club. 


The 2018 Contest is September 15-16th...mark it on your FLARC calendar! 


—— 
eh ' 


Zach ( KC2RSS) at position four during the contest. 


John KD2NRS, Van W2DLT and Dave N2AAM 
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Theoretics Demystified 


The one thing that we all use is batteries! There are primary 
batteries which means that they are generally single use but 
some are designed to be recharged on a limited basis. The 
chemistry is designed for single use with the exception noted 
previously! Examples of primary batteries are the carbon 
zinc, zinc air, and the familiar alkaline. 


Then there are the rechargeable batteries where the 
chemistry is purposely configured to be reversed by 
‘recharging’. Examples are the sealed lead acid batteries, car 
batteries which are not meant for deep cycling (deep 
discharge and recharge) and the familiar gel cells which can 
be designed for ‘float charging (online and in the circuit) or 
for deep discharging. The limitation here is that a 20 amp 
hour battery does not mean 20 amps for an hour but means 
one amp for 20 hours and that is optimistic! 


Next are nickel cadmium, which have a memory effect, (if 
you discharge it partially several times then it will only give 
you that much if you want to discharge it further). 


Then there is nickel metal hydride which is also rechargeable 
with no memory effect; the current draw is about half but for 
a longer time. 


Then there is lithium-ion which has none of the above but 
must have special charging circuitry, generally as part of the 
battery pack and or as part of the device. These batteries can 
catch fire or explode if not handled properly. The plus side is 
that they pack a lot of power for the given size. That is why 
they are power source of choice for cell phones, tablets and 
Bluetooth devices. There are some L-ion battery packs 
available. 


This leads to the newest which is the lithium iron phosphate 
batteries now available. They pack a lot of power and can put 
out the rated voltage and amperage till exhausted. They also 
have special recharging requirements in the battery pack and 
or in the charger. 


These are the batteries of choice for operation of portable 
ham gear. In the very early days Edison designed a nickel iron 
battery that uses a liquid electrolyte ( the chemical that 
makes the battery work). You cannot overcharge this 
battery, kill it by totally discharging it and letting the 
electrolyte dry up! All you need to do is change the 
electrolyte every 20 years or so! The Edison battery used in 
his electric car over 100 years ago is still operational. 


DE Fred W2ABE 


FLARC Holiday Party 2017 


= > 
Full House For The Holidays! 


Did this crowd come prepared to eat or what? 
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Minutes Of The 61st Annual Meeting 
of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 
Club -- December 1, 2017 

Report of the Publicity Committee 


The Publicity committee has one activity remaining on 
its 2017 calendar with the appearance of ARRL Hudson 
Division Director Mike Lisenco (N2YBB) closing out our 
2017 Speaker Series on December 15th. 


The chairman (WX2R) wishes to thank the committee 
for its outstanding efforts during 2017... Jim Cooper 
(W2JC), Susan Frank (W6SKT), Karl Frank (W2KBF), 
Thom Guida (W2NZ), Dave Marotti (NK2Q), Gene 
Ottenheimer (WO2W), Al Rasmussen (WA2OWL), 
Lowell Vant Slot (W2DLT), and President Judith Shaw 
(KC2LTM) as ex officio. We look forward to continue 
the club's outreach through its programs, events, and 
other community based programs in the coming year. 


FLARC Attends National Park 
Service Presentation At Fair Lawn 
Library 


On November 30th, Karl (W2KBF), Ron (KC2TBD) and Ed 
(WX2R) attended a presentation on the ongoing renovation 
and expansion of the Great Falls National Historical Park in 
Paterson during 2018. The club will be participating in a 
special event station for Earth Day and will look to partner 
with local high school STEM programs as part of the event. 
llyse Goldman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Division of 
Interpretation, Education and Volunteers, Paterson Great 
Falls National Historical Park was the speaker. The club was 
also made an official partner of the GFNHP for 2018 as a 
result of our efforts. 


National Park Ranger Ilyse Goldman at the Fair Lawn Library 


More FLARC Holiday Party 2017 


Dave (N2AAM) 


Just a small part of the large holiday party crowd. 


¥ 
More of the crowd during the business meeting. 
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Happy Holidays!! 
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